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Many of the revolutionary scientific inventions have their origin in science fiction. The concept of Laser before its invention was familiar to readers of science fiction as a ‘death ray’. The first laser light was produced on May 16, 1960 at the Hughes Research Lab in Malibu, California when Theodore Maimen switched on his fist-sized device that flashed a bright red spot onto a photo-detector. Since then, lasers have become smaller, more powerful, and omnipresent in modern technology. 

Laser is a remarkable invention of the 20th century which has brought revolution and opened new horizon in Science and Technology. Year 2010 marked the 50 years of invention of LASER. Since its invention, Laser has helped to bring about the dramatic advances in science and technology. The flexibility of controlling its properties precisely has given us immense opportunities to use it in research as well as industry, and even in our everyday lives. Today, the laser is crucial to everything from home entertainment to retail sales, medical technology, and military strategy. A CD player, CD-ROM drive, DVD player, or Blu-Ray player, pointer torch etc. all use lasers. 
Although Lasers have become very common and essential tools in factories, workshops, offices and now even in our home, yet relatively few people have a clear idea of what they are, how they work and its potential. Hence in order to make people and students aware about these versatile tools, National Council of Science Museums –the premier organisation in the country for science popularisation with a network of 26 science centres/museums- designed and developed this traveling exhibition on LASER to mark 50th year of its invention. When lasers were invented, they were called "a solution looking for a problem" and now Laser is a solution awaiting more and more applications. 
LASER stands for Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation. Today, there is hardly any field left which has not been invaded by lasers. This is an exclusive exhibition on laser and its application in various fields such as distance measurement with great accuracy, surface engraving as well as deep engraving in crystal glass. It also depicts the properties, classes of laser and information on safety measures. It also gives information about Indian contribution in laser technology, its applications in consumer products, communication, defence, & medical technology. 
A spectacular interactive LASER show is the highlight of the exhibition, which contains 23 panels and 7 participatory exhibits. Laser shows are complex, expensive, fragile, high-tech systems filled with precision optical components. The laser show has a prominent place in the entertainment sector. The works of C. Kumar, N. Patel, Indian born scientists and Sir C. V. Raman in the field of laser are also exhibited here.

This exhibition was inaugurated at Nehru Science Centre, Mumbai on 26th November 2011 at 11.30 am by Dr D. C. Kothari, Prof.  & Head, Department of Physics, University of Mumbai. This exhibition will remain open for general public and students on all the days till 15th January 2012.

Nehru Science Centre organises variety of educational activities and programmes using non-formal means of science education throughout the year. These programmes and activities are for the benefit of people especially the student community. The programmes include science fair, science seminar, Olympiad exams, workshops, quiz contests, popular science lectures, special traveling exhibitions etc. Annually about 7.0 lakh people including 2.0 lakh students visit science centre and participate in its programmes and activities. For further details on science centre’s programmes and exhibition, please contact 24920482, 24932667 or visit www.nehrusciencecentre.org 
